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CLINICS. 
CLINICAL LECTURE. 


K paical Lecture on the Treatment of 
of Opium-Eating. By ALEx- 
EPammne, M. D., Senior Physician 
@ Queen’ e Hospital, Birmingham. 
bere is good reason to believe that 
: outing has, of late years, become very 
lent in England, more especially 
g the labouring classes; but, partly 
unwillingness to confess the habit, 
ly from the circumstance that many 
: it within such limits, as not to involve 
fs evil to the health, the treatment 
bt frequently fall to the care of the 
al man. 
eh tact is often required to elicit a con- 
mfrom those suffering under the thral- 
of the vice ; for, unless the habit have 
of long continuance, and the moral 


i 


a 
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sense so seriously enfeebled that all feeling 
of shame is lost, the patient will often per- 
sist in denying the fact, although the indi- 
cations of it are unmistakable. But even 
in such cases, it is well to avoid undue 
harshness with the patient; and it should 
be carefully remembered, that in many in- 
stances the sufferers are more objects of pity 
than. of blame. For, though some com- 
mence the practice to gratify the craving 
for a narcotic which they find it inconveni- 
ent to satisfy with wine or spirits, in not a 
few the habit has crept upon them almost 
unconscious’y, during the medicinal use of 
opiates to scothe pain, to remove sleepless- 
ness, or to arrest protracted bowel-complaint. 
The risk of this evil should therefore be 
carefully borne in mind, for life-long 
misery has often been caused by undue 
laxity in the prescribing of opiates. A 
very striking example of this fact came 
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under my notice lately in the person of a 
lady who suffered severely from obstinate 
diarrhea. To check this, nothing availed 
except full opiates, the use of which was 
absolutely required for three weeks. 
Under this treatment,-the bowel-complaint 
was at length restrained, and the severe 
colicky spasms ceased, but the appetite 
continued feeble, the digestion imperfect, 
the patient complained of shooting pains in 
the belly, there were nausea and sickness, 
extreme restlessness, irritability, and de- 
sponding discontent, frequent and exhaust- 
ing perspirations, and disordered micturition. 
So urgent were these symptoms that much 
anxiety was felt, lest some obscure but seri- 
ous organic disease was progressing of which 
the diarrhcea had been merely an indica- 
tion. I felt decidedly that the long continu- 
ance of the opium, in the patient’s weakened 
state, was the cause of this unsatisfactory 
and. perplexing state of things; but it re- 
quired no little firmness, both with the pa- 
tient and her friends, to convince them of 
this fact, and to induce her to abandon the 
only medicine which seemed to give relief. 
However, I insisted on the withdrawal of 
the opium ; and, as soon as this was done, 
the state of the case became apparent. 
After a temporary but severe aggravation 
which confirmed my diagnosis, the unfa- 
vourable symptoms quickly subsided, and 
the patient was soon restored to her nor- 
mal state of bodily and mental health. 

It has been frequently asserted that the 
habitual use of opium does not undermine 
the constitution, or materially shorten the 
duration of life, and that it may be persisted 
in for a considerable time without any very 
manifest injury to the bodily health. When 
the dose taken is small, and the quantity 
not augmented, and especially when the 
drug is used medicinally for the alleviation 
of some painful form of chronic disease, such 
may be the case. I had some time ago a 
very interesting exemplification of this fact 
brought under my notice. A _ medical 
practitioner, aged 67, had taken opium for 
forty-seven years, to relieve severe nervous 
asthma. He had taken as much as one 
ounce of laudanum daily. He occasionally 
omitted: it for months, and once he did so 
for a whole year. When I last saw him, 
he was taking from two to three drachms 
of laudanum daily. His practice included 
a large amount of midwifery, and involved 
great fatigue. He took his food well, and, 
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with the exception of a slight tendency to 
constipation, all his functions were per. 
formed healthy. He was well satisfied that 
the opium had helped materially to subdue 
the asthma, and thus enabled him to suatain 
his laborious life. He could trace no 
injury whatever to this moderate use of it, 
under these circumstances. Such cases, 
however, are, to the best of my knowledge, 
quite exceptional, and we have only to follow 
the sad train of symptoms presented by the 
opium-eater, to feel that, as a rule, it not 
only renders life all but unendurable from 
mental suffering, but that it induces serious 
disorders of the assimilative and nervous 
systems. This is especially the case when 
alcoholic stimulants are added to the indul- 
gence in opium. 

It is, however, unnecessary to enter fur- 
ther into this question, upon which some 
difference of opinion exists, because my 
present purpose is strictly practical, viz., to 
direct your attention, ‘first, to the train of 
symptoms, which indicate the vice, and, 
secondly, to the plan of treatment which I 
have found most efficacious in relieving the 
sufferings, and in rescuing the patient from 
the habit. 

The earliest manifestations of the indul- 
gence occur in the nervous symptoms pre- 
sented between the doses, when the influ. 
ence of the drug has passed away. The 
patient then suffers from extreme depression, 
he is restless, peevish, often shows ‘much 
childish impatience and fretfulness, nothing 
satisfies him, or gives him pleasure, he 
exhibits a singular incapacity of fixing the 
attention, or of taking an interest in the 
ordinary affairs of life. This condition of 
misery continues until relieved by a fresh 
dose, when the mind recovers its tone, the 
nervous system is tranquillized, and the 
sufferer luxuriates in a sense of returning 
happiness and enjoyment. 

Should this habit proceed unchecked, it 
causes, sapner or later, a serious disturbance 
of the bodily functions; gnawing pains about 
the stomach and belly are complained of, 
the appetite fails, the liver becomes inactive, 
the tongue furred, the mouth dry, the thirst 
is troublesome, occasionally there is nausea, 
micturition is disturbed, and the bowels are 
constipated. The mind of the patient, 
sooner or later, becomes involved, the 
memory and judgment are enfeebled, and, 
whatever power ofself-restraint the sufferer 
may originally have possessed, there is now 
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little hope of his being able to exert it suc-} exercise of moral courage, which is of the 
cessfully to resist the indulgence. ‘ last importance in this disease. When the 
The more advanced indications of the! character is thoroughly weak and self-indul- 
intemperate use of opium, such as complete} gent, a permanent cure can scarcely be 
gnorexia, wasting, loss of strength, and‘ expected. 
imbecility of mind, are rarely witnessed in} [I feel certain that the sudden and com- 
this country, as the quantity taken’ must be } plete suspension of the drug is less trying 
very considerable to produce these extreme} both to the physical and moral powers, 
results. Wonderful stories are told by} than a gradual diminution of the quantity; 
travellers of the tolerance of opium among { because, after every dose (however small) 
Easiern nations. Such cases rarely come {the same reaction takes place, the physical 
under our notice here; they are, however, } and mental craving remains the same, the 
not altogether unknown. The clever and } temptations to an occasional increase are so 
eccentric author, De Quincy, is said to have | many, and the trial is so protracted’ and 
been in the habit of taking 320 grains of} exhausting, that very few have the courage 
opium daily ; and Coleridge, it is asserted, | to persevere. 





could take with impunity almost double} We know well that many persons can 
that quantity. The case ofa lady has come! summon courage to undergo, with a kind 
tomy own knowledge, who for many, years; of desperate determination, severe suffer- 
took morphia in large doses, sometimes to} ing for a short time, who could not sustain 
the almost incredible extent of one ounce ’a protracted struggle against a lesser evil. 
daily. The amount and quality of the drug} Then, again, the serious functional dis- 
were determined by careful inquiry. The;turbance is an assistance, from the very 
lady suffered in great severity from the ‘ prostration it causes, and from the necessary 
symptoms already mentioned, and finally } treatment and surveillance while it lasts. 
died ofepilepsy, though still a young woman. } F urther, having passed through the ordeal, 
In her case, epilepsy seemed to be the final i the system recovers completely its healthy 
result of the long-continued poisoning of the § tone, the physical craving is entirely re- 
wervous system, just as that disease so‘ moved, and the delicious sense of returning 
ofien closes the history of chronic-lead poi- {health is most grateful. These circum- 
soning. stances, combined with the gratifying con- 
In detailing to you the plan of treatment ; viction that a degrading habit is conquered, 
which I have found successful in cases of} prove an additional protection against the 
opium-eating, the first point to which I$ recurrence of the vice. 
would direct your attention as being of the? This plan of suddenly suspending the 
greatest importance is, that the sudden } opium was most ably enforced by Dr. 
suspension of the habit is infinitely more } Christison in 1850; but, so far as I have 
eficient and easier to the patient, than the} been able to learn, he has fownd few fol- 
gradual diminution of the dose; secondly,} lowers. I am quite aware that, in bad 
that the administration of large doses of cases, the severity of the patient’s sufferings, 
‘phosphoric acid and lupuline materially’ and the unequivocal tokens of mental and 
helps the'system in overcoming the imme- } bodily prostration which he exhibits, have 
diate effects of the suspension of the drug,}an alarming aspect, and demand no little 
and in checking the craving for a further } fortitude on our part to adhere to the plan 
supply ; and fhirdly, that the use of zinc, { of abstinence, and to resist the importunities 
ifn, and quinine, in large doses, assists; of the patient himself and of those in at- 
powerfully at a later period to restore the{tendance. It is impossible for me to say 
impaired health and strength of the pa-{that, under all circumstances, there is no 
tient. risk of danger; but I can state, without 
Before, however, commencing treatment $ hesitation, that in my experience, which 
Ifind it well to speak frankly to the patient’ includes some very aggravated examples, I 
to warn him earnestly of his danger, and’? have never had cause to depart from the 
Kindly to encourage him to a great effort § rule of treatment indicated. 
and the endurance of considerable suffering; Having, therefore, put a stop at once to 
with a view to an ultimate cure, which, § the indulgence, you must be prepared for a 
without such effort on his part, is hopeless ; } great increase in the mental as well as the 
infact, to call forth, as far as is possible, an { bodily suffering ofthe patient. He is a prey 
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to intense depression, he is sleepless, ‘form indicated, has appeared to me to be 
excessively irritable, full of alarms as to his ’ decidedly the mostefficient. The dose may 
condition, and will (unless he be a man of! be either increased or lessened according 
unusual strength of mind) pitifully implore ; to circumstances. If the wakefulness be 
you to allow him an opiate to relieve his; very Protracted, and is evidently becoming 
distress, declaring, if refused, that his life ' a@ serious cause of weakness, I give at bed 
is in danger. At the same time, he suffers ; time the following draught :— 

much from pains in various parts of the body, { B..—Tincture cannabis mxxx ad lz; 
but especially i in the stomach and bowels ; { spiritiis etheris 3j; aque sambuci ad 3s, 
the pulse rises much in frequency—I have;—M. This is often followed by as happya 
seen it as high as 120; the tongue is coated { ‘ result as we obtain from opium itself in the 
with white fur ; there are unceasing thirst, ‘ very analogous condition of delirium tre. 
and total loss of appetite; the bowels, ’ mens. 

which were formerly confined, are now; With regard to diet, the patient is directed 
much relaxed, and a state of diarrhoea is’to have at first milk and beef-tea alter. 


established ; the skin softens, and finally, 
sweat pours from the surface. 

In one of my patients, this occurred to 
such an extent, that his night-shirt and bed- 
linen had to be changed four times daily. 
Diaphoresis to this extent is, however, ex- 
ceptional. At the same time there is 
marked diuresis, and frequent micturition. 
All the secreting organs, formerly dammed 
up, are now unloosed ; thence one obvious 
reason of the unceasing thirst. In the 
severer cases of opium-eating, these symp- 
toms may endure to a greater or less degree 
for nearly a week; but, in the milder forms, 
though the symptoms are similar, they last 
three or four days only. As they begin to 
subside, the tongue gradually cleans, the 
thirst diminishes, the appetite slowly re- 
turns, the diaphoresis, and diuresis disap- 
pear ; the pulse resumes its normal frequen 
cy, and becomes stronger; natural sleep 
supervenes; the mind recovers its tone ; 
there is a gradual restoration of the bodily 
and mental functions to their normal 
standard, and the patient becomes conscious 
of a grateful sense of returning health and 
peace of mind, such as he has not known 
since he became an opium-eater. 

Having interdicted all use of opium, and 
taken the necessary precautions ‘against the 
patient procuring it surreptitiously, I pre- 
scribe the following :— 

B..—Acidi phosphorici diluti 3x; tinc- 
ture lupuline (D.) ad 3xxx—M. Of this 
two drachms are to be taken every four 
hours, one hour before food, in a large 
wineglaseful of water. This helps to sus. 
tain the patient, lessens the force of his 
suffering, and shortens its duration. 

All the strong bitter tonics have more or 
less the same action; but the lupuline, in 
conjunction with the,phosphoric acid, in the 








$nately every four hours, and gradually, as 


the appetite improves, chicken, chops, ete., 
until the stomach can accept the ordinary 
diet. I also allow Carrara water, or toast 
and water at pleasure. If there be very 
manifest signs of faintness, a little port wine 
or brandy should be given every four hours, 
one hour before the medicine; but, in ordi- 
nary cases, there,is no need whatever for 
alcoholic stimulants, and their use is inju- 
rious, by keeping up irritation of the 


‘stomach, and delaying the recovery of the 


normal appetite. 

The surface of the body should be fre- 
quently sponged with water, to which a 
little nitro-muriatic acid has been added; 
and the clothing changed, so as to keep the 
surface dry. 

When convalescence is established the 
tonic regimen is strictly enforeed—abund- 
ance of good food, pure air, and a daily 
sponge or shower-bath, cheerful exercise of 
both body and mind, and congenial society. 
This latter is very essential, for opium- 
eating is eminently a vice deepened by soli- 
tude. 


valuable service. They must be continued 
for at least a month, and may be given on 
alternate days. 

R.—Zinci valerianatis gr. ij; quinie 
sulphatis gr. j; extracti lupuli q. s—M. 
Fiat. pilula. One, morning and evening, 
every second day. 

B..—Syrupi ferri phosphatis Zxiv; acidi 
phosphorici diluti ad 5xx—M. Fiat mis- 
tura. One drachm in a wineglassful of 
water, immediately after dinner and supper 
every second day. 

The pills and the mixture should be taken 
on alternate days. I have the conviction 
that, when they are given thus, more 
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advantage is obtained than by giving first 
the zinc and then the iron for a fortnight 
continuously. 

I will now give you the details of two 
cases, selected from amongst others, in il- 
Justration of the plan of treatment we have 
been considering. 

Some time ago, a gentleman, aged about 
34, applied to me for @Mvice under the 
following circumstances. He had long 
suffered from both gout and syphilis. 
Some years before I saw him, the pericra 
nium at the top of the head. had been the 
seat of much pain, often intensified in severe 
paroxysms. To relieve his sufferings, he 
had long relied on opium. He acknow- 
ledged to having taken at one time, daily, 
twenty grains of morphia at a dose, usually 
in combination with a like quantity of 
extract of hyoscyamus. This dose often 
occasioned complete speechlessness, dim 
sight, and loss of power in the upper 
extremities, with inability to retain his 
urine, which dribbled from him. These 
symptoms would continue for about three 
hours, and gradually subside. It is a 


remarkable fact, which I am inclined to 
attribute to the hyoscyamus, that, notwith 
standing this practice, the appetite at that 


time continued unimpaired. He had re- 
peatedly striven to overcome the habit, 
with partial success; but the intensity of 
the pain in the head made the effort very 
difficult. When he placed himself under 
my care, he was taking one ounce of 
laudanum daily, and a large amount of 
brandy, in two separate morning and even- 
ingdoses. His appetite was then very poor ; 
nausea and vomiting were readily excited. 
The bowels were open twice daily; the 
stools were healthy. He had lost weight 
considerably during the last year, and he 
looked haggard and worn. In the intervals 
between the doses, and after the exhilarating 
effects had subsided, he suffered painfully 
from physical depression, and from an 
indescribable feeling of misery, restlessness, 
and irritability. I suspended the opium 
and stimulants at once; and, considering 
the patient’s condition at the time, I must 
confess that the case gave me considerable 
anxiety. He became very weak; the cir- 
culation was enfeebled ; there was frequent 
nausea and bilious vomiting ; the tongue 





58 


subsequently resuming their normal colour. 


There were severe griping in the belly, and 


pains and cramps of the legs. The urine, 
which was alkaline, was paesed frequently 
and in large quantities, The skin softened, 
and the perspiration literally poured in 
streams from the surface. There was a 
good deal of tremor and restlessnesss, and 
at times he was delirious. The general 
plan of treatment which I have to-day indi- 
cated was pursued, with such modifications 
as the constitutional symptoms of the 
patient demanded, and with the most 
favourable result. On the fifth day, the 
sufferings began to subside; the tongue 
cleaned ; the tremor and restlessness abated ; 
healthy sleep returned ; the pains subsided ; 
the bowels became quieter ; and the appetite 
improved. As convalescence progressed, 
the tonic regimen in all its details was en- 
forced, embracing country air, freedom from 
anxiety, good food, and, in the way of 
medicine, iron, zinc, and strychnia. The 
patient’s general health became much im- 
proved; and I have every reason to believe, 
that, at ali events for several years, he con- 
tinued free from the vice of opium-eating. 
In 1864, a lady solicited my advice, stat- 
ing that she wished to be released from the 
habit of opium-eating, which she had com- 
menced to obtain relief from uterine pain, 
of which she complained. She was not a 
person of much resolution, and what little 
moral courage she may have possessed had 
been weakened by continued anxiety. She 
had repeatedly tried to wean herself of the 
habit by a gradual diminution of the dose, 
but without success. Soon after I had 
commenced the treatment by stopping the 
use of the narcotic, she was in great distress, 
and implored me earnestly to allow hera 
small. quantity to relieve her suffering. 
She had a sharp febrile attack, quick pulse, 
tongue furred, thirst, anorexia, and much 
sweating and purging. On the fourth day, 
these symptoms began to abate; and the 
tongue, appetite, and bowels recovered their 
healthy condition. On the restoration of a 
normal state of health, the craving for the 
narcotic had ceased. I give you the details 
of this case as an illustration of the fact I 
have before stated, that to some persons a 
gradual weaning from the habit is almost 
impossible, the moral strength being too 


was coated with a white fur; the bowels} weak to resist the ever present temptation 


were much relaxed, the stools in the first 
place being black and very offensive, but 


to indulgence.—Brit Med Journ, Feb. 15, 
1868. 
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Treatment of Morning Sickness at the 
London Hospitals —Morning sickness is 80 
common asto be usually almost disregarded, 
but lly it b a source of 
great discomfort or even danger to the 
pregnant woman. The phenomenon, some- 
times termed ‘‘sympathetic,’? would fre- 
quently appear to depend. upon reflex 
secretion by the stomach of a large quantity 
of unduly acid gastric juice. ‘The source 
of centripetal irritation being one which, 
in the ordinary course of things, we cannot 
remove or influence, it might naturally be 
expected that most benefit would be deriva- 
ble from remedies which diminish the 
reflex faculty of the central nervous system; 
and it will be noticed that, in the experience 
of the authorities whom we quote, sedative 
remedies. are those which apparently met 
with most approval. Of all drugs, bella- 





donna probably possesses the most power 
in diminishing reflex excitability. It might 
perhaps be well to try, in very troublesome 
cases, the subcutaneous injection of atro 
pine in exceedingly minute doses. 

St Bartholomew's Hospital.—Dr. Green- 


HALGH states that vomiting during pregnancy 
may arise froma great variety of causes, 
but there is one form which comparatively 
few women escape, characterized by its 
early morning recurrence; the appetite 
being unimpaired ; attended with little or 
no pain; in which glairy mucus, sometimes 
tinged with bile, isejected, after much retch- 
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cases, threatens and_has led to the destruc. 
tion of life ; in which latter cases nearly and 
even the whole of the ingesta are vomited, 
giving rise to great emaciation, debility, 
and eventually to exhaustion. In the great 
majority of cases the opinion of the physi. 
cian is not sought, but where the symptom 
is sufficiently severe and distressing to 
demand treatm@t, it is of the utmost 
importance that a correct diagnosis as to its 
cause be made. Much of the ill success ig 
due to the empirical way in which this 
symptom is treated, and many failures are 
doubtless attributable to neglect on the part 
of the patient, who, under the impression 
that it is a necessary part of the pregnant 
state, and must consequently be borne, 
does not apply for relief until the stomach 
has become ¢0 irritable as to resist the best 
assorted means. In four very severe cases, 
threatening life, which have come under 
Dr. Greenhalgh’s care, two were due to 
highly congestive and irritable conditions of 
the uterus, one to retroversion, and one to 
dropsy of the amnion and twin gestation. 
The plan of treatment which Dr. Green- 
halgh has found most successful consists of 
rest in the semi-recumbent position, es- 
pecially after meals, which should consist 
of bland, nutritious, and unstimulating food, 
frequently administered, and in small 
quantities. The patient should take a 
little coffee about a quarter of an hour be- 
fore rising, and should guard against long 
fasts. Great attention must be paid to the 
state of the bowels. In some cases a slight 
bandage round the lower ribs, and under 





ing, and in which there are no evid 

of disorder of the digestive functions. This 
form occurs more frequently and: severely in 
those of a nervous or hysterical tempera- 
ment; in those who have suffered from 
dysmenorrhea and other uterine ailments; 
in those in whom the mammary sympathies 
are well marked; in primipare;-:in twin 
gestation; and more frequently amongst the 
rich than the poor, owing probably to the 
more highly attuned state of the nervous 
system, and less active occupation of mind 
in the former. It usually commences 
about the sixth week, and terminates before 
‘the commencement of the fourth month 
(eympathetic); and it may again recur or 
commence near the end of pregnancy, owing 
‘to pressure of the uterus against the sto- 
mach (mechanical). It rarely occasions 
much inconvenience, but in some cases it 
‘is extremely severe, and, in exceptional 











this a strong sedative application over the 
epigastrium, appear to have done good. 
Effervescents, with hydrocyanic acid, bella- 
donna, or nux vomica, ice, and in some 
cases lemon-juice, have proved useful. 
Bismuth and charcoal, where there have 
been large secretions of acrid mucus, 
accompanied with flatulent eructations, have 
appeared serviceable. But of all remedies 
Dr. Greenhalgh places most reliance upon 
the introduction into the vagina of morphia 
suppositories, more especially in severe 
cases, and when an irritable condition, with 
or without abrasion of the cervix uteri, is 
found to exist. In such cases he believes 
little or no reliance can be placed upon 
remedies taken by the mouth, which he has 
found rather to aggravate than relieve the 
vomiting. In the four cases especially 
alluded to, the first two were immediately 
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relieved, and ultimately cured, by the diet, and removing any obvious source of 
suppositories; in the third the sickness irritation to be met with in the prime vie 
abated shortly @ter the replacement of the themselves. He is of opinion that there 
uterus; whilst in the fourth, artificial pre-: 


‘is much truth in the old belief, that preg- 
mature labour at seven and a half months} nancies without morning sickness are not, 
wassuccessfully had recourse to. Dr. Green- as arule, favourable. He has so frequently 
halgh recommends from one and a half to! noticed that when sickness is entirely absent 
two grains of morphia as the usual strength } other and more distressing reflex phenome- 
of the suppository ; but in cases where there ' na, such as syncope, exist to an unusual 


isabrasion, with little secretion, care should 
be taken against an overdose. Dr. Green- 
halgh states that he has seen some remarka- 
ble cases illustrating the influence of the 
mind on the vomiting of pregnancy. A 
lady, reduced to the most alarming state’ 
of prostration by this symptom, was sud- 
denly informed that her favourite child was 
dangerously ill with scarlatina. She at 
once, and against the most urgent remon- 
strances, left her bed; the sickness ceased, 
and she tended her child unremittingly night 
and day for many days without even one re- ! 
currence of the vomiting. Some years ago ' 
he attended a milliner who suffered most 
severely from vomiting. She was pregnant, ‘ 
and for the first time, and with twins. No 





matter how severely she might be suffering, 
if summoned to see a customer, the vomit- : 


ing immediately ceased, and did not recur 


on that day. ‘ 
Hospital. — The ; 
, those aggravated cases in which the patient 


University College 
“morning sickness’ of pregnancy, when 
limited to the morning or early part of the 
day, rarely calls for energetic or complicated 
medication. Under such circumstances Dr. 
Grauy Hewitt generally finds benefit 
derivable from giving the patient some 
nourishing article of diet, such as a teacup- 
fal of beef-tea, a emall sandwich of meat, a 
cup of milk, &c., before raising the head 
from the pillow. The change of posture 
ftom the recumbent to the upright position 
appears to excite the attack when the sto- : 
mach is empty, but not so much so when 
the attention of the organ is, so to speak, 
otherwise occupied. The patient should 
Temain a few minutes or longer in bed after 
this early meal before attempting to rise. 
That the sickness will occur in spite of this 
insome cases is undeniable; but in very 
many instances Dr. Graily Hewitt finds 
notable relief given by the simple treatment 
juat mentioned. 

King’s County Hospital.—Dr. PLayrair 
isnot in the habit of treating cases of “‘ morn- 
ing sickness’? much, unless it is unusually 
severe, beyond carefully regulating the 


degree, that he is disposed to look upon the 
entire absence of nausea as unfavourable. 
When morning sickness is excessive he has 
frequently verified the opinion of Dr. Clay 
and others, that there is some morbid con- 
dition of the uterus itaglf, and has found 
local treatment, such as the occasional 
application of leeches to the vulva, or of 
iodine paint to erosions of the cervix uteri, 
to be of great service. With regard to 
actual medicines he is disposed to place 
most reliance on the oxalate of cerium, in 
doses of two grains three times a day. 
Next to this, effervescing draughts, with 


‘hydrocyanic acid, ice for suction ad libitum, 


and the subcutaneous injection of morphia, 
seem to have answered best. The pyroxylic 


‘spirit, strongly recommended in a late 


volume of the ‘* Obstetrical Transactions,” 


‘has not been found to answer so well as was 


expected. 
Dr. Playfair has not met with any of 


has been reduced to death’s door from the 
exhaustion of constant vomiting. But in 
the event of the induction of labour being 
considered necessary for the safety of the 
patient, he would urge the performance of 
the operation before things had gone so far 
as to render recovery almost hopeless. He 
believes that failure of the operation in such 
instances may generally be traced to exces- 
sive delay. 

British Lying-in Hospital.—The vomiting 
of pregnancy, purely resulting from sympa- 
thetic irritation, and not due to ulceration 
or some morbid condition of the uterus 
during gestation, has been treated by Dr, 
Morrax in the following way. 

In the sickness occurring in the morning 
and even before rising frém bed, one tea- 
spoonful of sal volatile in water has proved 
useful. When nausea occurs several times 
during the day, he recommends the use of 
sinapisms to the epigastric region, with a 
pill containing the oxalate of cerium ard 
camphor, to be taken twice or thrice daily. 
In one or two cases he has found the morn- 
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ing nausea and vomiting stayed by getting 
the patient to eat either a biscuit or sand- 
wich some time during the night, or very 
early in the morning. Salicine is a drug 
which he has used with success. Opium 
and ice are other agents of much value in 
certain cases. In the cardialgia of preg- 
nancy great attention must be paid to the 
diet, which should be light and nutritious, 
and a small quantity of food taken at a 
time, and at short intervals. He recom- 
mends lime-water, in preference to soda- 
water, to be taken with almost every drink ; 
and has found nitro-muriatic acid, with 
some bitter infusign, very useful. 

Hospital for en, Soho Square.—Dr. 
Meapows has found the greatest success 
from medicines which exercise a decidedly 
sedative action upon the nerves of the 
stomach. Regarding the sickness of preg- 
nancy as a purely reflex effect of uterine 
irritation upon the pneumogastric nerves 
and solar plexus, Dr. Meadows places most 
reliance on drugs which diminish the 
sensibility of those nerves in-their peripheral 
distribution, The tincture of aconite in 
five to ten minim doses, the tincture of 
belladonna in ten-minim doses, the liquid, 
extract of opium in five-minim doses, or the 
dilute hydrocyanic acid in five-minim 
doses: one or other of these is the remedy 
which he most commonly and most success- 
fully prescribes. He has also observed 
marked effects from the oxalate of cerium, 
or the citrate of bismuth, in_ five-grain 
doses. In very intractable cases he has 
sometimes tried with good effect a small 
blister, about the size of a florin, over the 
epigastric region, the blistered surface be- 
ing afierwards dressed with some diluted 
savin ointment’cuntaining one grain of mor- 
phia in a drachm.—Lancet, Feb. 22, 1868. 

Injury to Head;. Suppuration within and 
about the Injured Part of Cranium, extend. 
ing to the Longitudinal Sinus; Meningitis. 
with Aphasia; Pyemia, with Abscess of 
Liver.—The Lancet of Feb. 15th containa 
the details@f a case of this kind which is 
in several ways worthy of attention. It is 
of clinical interest as showing what terrible 
results may be brought about by what at 
first appeared to be only trivial injuries to 
the head ; and of pathological interest as an 
example of pyemic suppuration of the liver 
under conditions which exclude the possi- 
bility of conveyance of poisonous clots from 





the original seat of disease ; and finally, it 
is of physiological interest as an example of 
aphasia, with disease of thahird left frontal 
convolution. The following is an abbrevi: 
ated report of the case :— 

Peter F—, wt. 10, a pale delicate-looking 
boy, was brought to the Guy’s Hospital on 
the evening of Dec. 27, 1867, suffering from 
injuries sustained in a fall down several steps 
at the entrance of Victoria Theatre. He 
pitched upon his head and left shoulder, and 
was at first stunned ; but he soon recovered, 
and when brought to Guy’s Hospital, was 
perfectly sensible, quite able to walk, and 
spoke boldly of his accident. On the lef 
side of his head a triangular flap of skin and 
aponeurosis, about two inches and a half 
long on each side, was torn from the bone, 
which was also to some extent denuded of 
periosteum. No bleeding of importance 
had occurred ; no fracture of the vault could 
be detected ; and there was no bleeding from 
the ear. The parts were brought into posi- 
tion by five sutures and a pad of lint ban- 
daged over the wound. There was besides 
a fracture of the clavicle. The friends re- 
ceived strict injunctions to bring him to the 
hospital on the following day; but they 
neglected to do so until four days after the 
accident, during which time the dressings 
remained untouched. When again seen ad- 
hesion was found to have taken place in some 
parts; but beneath the scalp was a large 
quantity of pus and the left ear and left side 
of face were much swollen and distorted. 
He was immediately taken into the hospital. 
The pus was evacuated and a poultice was 
kept constantly upon. the wound, and a ban- 
dage applied below to prevent any bagging 
of pus. The wound discharged pus pro- 
fusely. 

Jan. 15. Appears to be more feeble and 
complains of pain in his head. 2 P.M. It 
was noticed he was trying to speak, but was 
unable. In the evening the right side of his 
face was found to be paralyzed. The tongue, 
when protruded, was turned to the right 
side. The boy was. quite conscious, but 
unable to speak. 

16th. There appears to be great difficulty 
in swallowing. It being found that the pus 
had bagged slightly over the left mastoid 
process, it was punctured. 5.P.M. He rolls 
about in bed, and cries. When asked ifin 
pain, he put his hand upon his throat. 
Pulse 104 ; respiration 24. Cries and torns 
his head when asked to drink. 
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17th. Insensible; face flushed; pulse 88; 
respiration 32. Groans when touched. Died 
a3 P.M. 

Post-mortem examination.—Under the 
sealp there was suppuration to the extent of 
several inches: around the original wound. 
Behind the parietal eminence the pericrani- 
um was separated from the bone over a space 
as great as the palm of a hand, and here the 
bone was greenish- yellow in colour. On the 
inside lymph or semi-consistent pus sepa- 
rates the bone from the dura mater under 
the part which was greenish. This portion 
of bone appeared to be dead and charged 
with pus. On raising the dura mater a 
quantity of semi-puriform lymph was seen 
on the left side of the brain in the arachnoid 
space—on the upper and lateral part of the 
hemisphere. At the part covered by it the 
subarachnoid space contained lymph; and the 
inflammation extended at these points under 
the membranes, so as to implicate the gray 
matter of the brain. These points were: 
(1) the upper part of the transverse frontal 
convolution, (2) the outer edge of the orbital 
¢onvolution, and (3) the third frontal con- 
volution, at a point on the outer margin of 
the fissure of Sylvius, near the lower end of 
the transverse frontal convolution. The 
latter point was most severely affected, a 
part two thirds of an inch square being in a 
state of advanced red softening—in fact, 
broken down. ‘The intense meningeal in- 
flammation reached to the longitudinal si- 
nus; this, in its anterior two-thirds, had its 
wall thickened ; its anterior third contained 
partially decolorized ante-mortem clot; its 
middle third contained pus (determined by 
the microscope). The posterior third of the 
longitudinal sinus was free from disease; a 
very thin film confined the pus in the mid- 
dle third. For the rest, the brain was un- 
affected, except that in the right hippocam- 
pus minor there was the evident commence- 
ment of a pyemic absceas. The contents 
of the chest were free from disease, except 
that the lower lobe of the right lung had a 
hedgenut-sized patch—the first stage of a 
pywmic abscess. The liver, in the hinder 
part of its right lobe, had several small 
abscesses and one larger one; the latter 
Opened into a branch of the hepatic vein, 
tnd this branch was full of pus for an inch 
and a half up to its junction with the main 
tight hepatic vein, into which the pus pro- 
jected and was separated from the blood by 
4 most delicate film of fibrin. In the small 
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intestine, a large T. medrocanellata and an 
Ascaris lumbricoides were found. The 
repair of the fractured clavicle was progress- 
ing naturally, 
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Army Medical Board.—Dr. Jos. K. 
Barnes, the Surgeon Gen. U. S. A., 
announces in a circular that an Army 
Medical Board, to consist of Surgeon J. B. 
Brown, Brevet Brig..Gen. U. 8S. A., Sur- 
geon H. R. Wirtz, Brevet Lieut.-Col. U. S. 
A., Surgeon John Moore, Brevet Col. U. 
§. A., and Assistant Surgeon A. A. Wood- 
hull, Brevet Lieut.-Col. U. S. A., will 
meet in New York City, on the Ist of 
May next, for the examination of Assistant 
Surgeons U.S. Army, for promotion, and 
of candidates for admission into the Medi- 
cal Staff of the U. S. Army. 

Applicants must be between 21 and 30 
years of age, physically sound, and gradu- 
ates of a regular medical college. 

Applications for permission to appear 
before the Board should be addressed to the 
Surgeon General U. S. Army, and must 
state the full name, residence, and date and 
place of birth of the candidate. 

Testimonials as to character and qualifi- 
cations must be furnished. If the applicant 
has been in the medical service of the Army 
during the late war, the fact should be 
stated, together with his former rank, and 
date and place of service, and testimonials 
from officers with whom he has served 
should also be forwarded. 

No allowance is made for the expenses ot 
persons undergoing examinations, as it is an 
indispensable prerequisite to appointment. 

The number of vacancies now existing in 
the Medical Corps of the Army is thirty- 
nine. 

By act of Congress, approved June 30th, 
1834, ‘no person shall recieve the appoint- 
ment of Assistant Surgeon in the Army 
of the United States, unless he shall have 
been examined and approved by an Army 
Medical Board, to consist of not less than 
three Surgeons or Assistant Surgeons, who 
shall be designated for that purpose by the 
Secretary of War; and no person shall re- 
ceive the appointment of Surgeon in the 
Army of the United Sta'es, unless he shall 
have served at least five years us an Assist- 


‘ant Surgeon, and unless, also, he shall have 
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been examined by an Army Medical Board { 
constituted as aforesaid.” 

The following will be the plan of aonb 
nation :— 

‘**1, A short essay, either autobiographi- 
cal or upon some professional subject—to 
be indicated by the Board. 

«2. Physical examination. This will be 
rigid, and each candidate will be required to 
certify ‘that he laburs under no mental or 
physical infirmity, nor disability of any 
kind, which can in any way interfere with 
the most efficient discharge of his duties in 
any climate.’ 

‘“«3. Examination as to general aptitude 
and education. 

‘*4, Written examination on anatomy, 
physiology, hygiene, surgery and practice of 
medicine. 

‘5, Oral examination on each of the 
above mentioned subjects, and also on ob- 
stetrics, general pathology, chemistry, toxi- 
cology, medical jurisprudence and materia 
medica. 

**6. Clinical examination, medical and 
surgical, at a hospital. 

‘*7, Performance of surgical operations 
on the cadaver. 

‘* The Board will deviate from this gene- 
ral plan whenever necessary, in such man- 
ner as they deem best to secure the interest 
of the service. 

‘*The Board will report the merits of the 
candidates in the several branches of the 
examination, and their relative merits in 
the whole, according to which, if vacancies 
exist within two years thereafter, the ap- 
proved candidates will receive appointments 
and take rank in the Medical Corps. 

‘* An applicant failing at one examination, ; 
may be allowed a second after one year, but 
not a third, 

“« No allowance will be made for the ex- 
penses of persons undergoing examination, 
as this is an indispensable prerequisite of ap- 
pointment, but those who are approved and 
receive appointments, will be entitled to 
transportation on their obeying their first 
order. ° ‘ 

‘If the result of the examination of a 
candidate be satisfactory, he will be offered 
a contract for duty as Acting Assistant 
Surgeon until such time as he ¢an be ap- 
pointed or commissioned as Assistant Sur- 
geon.”’ 

The pay and emoluments of assistant 
surgeons and surgeons, including pay and 
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rations and wages allowed for servants, ig, 
;in the aggregate, per month as follows :— 
Assist. Surg. under 3 years’ service $120.99 
“é be se oe 137.50 
173.50 
Surgeons under 10 years’ service 179.00 
“ over 10 “ “4 21500 
In addition surgeons and assistant sur. 
geons are allowed an additional ration per 
day after the termination of every five years’ 
service. 
Quarters and fuel, or commutation there- 
for, are also furnished to medical officers, 


Naval Medical Board.—A Naval Medical 
Board is in session at the Naval Asylum in 
this city for examination of candidates for 
admission into the medical staff of the navy 
as assistant surgeons. 

The board consists of surgeons W. S. W, 
Ruschenberger, President; L. B. Hunter, 
W. Grier, and T. J. Turner, Recorder. 

Permission to be examined may be ob- . 
tained from the Hon. Gideon Welles, Secre- 
{tary of the Navy, or from Dr. P. J. Hor- 
witz, Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, Navy Department, and as there 
are many vacancies at this time, there is no 
doubt but successful candidates will ve im- 
mediately appointed. 

Candidates must be not less than twenty- 
one nor more than twenty-six years of age, 
and possess a i moral character and 
sound health. 

In the course of examination each candi- 
date writes an essay from memory and with- 
out the aid of books, on some professional 
subject assigned by the Board, and in the 
same manner writes answers to,a dozen 
questions. 

Then follows an oral examination, on 
Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Materia 
Medica, Pharmacy, and Therapeutics ; Ana- 
tomy, and Physiology; the Principles and 
Practice of Medicine ; Surgery and Obstet: 


tics; Medical Jurisprudence. 


There is also a practical examination in 
the application of surgical dressings ; in clin- 
ical observation ; in the minor operations in 
pharmacy ; recognition of medicines from 
their physical properties, and surgical opera- 
tions on the cadaver. 

The candidate has a fair opportunity to 
show whether or not his professional 
acquirements are sufficient to enable him to 
be a safe and efficient practitioner. The 
health and lives of officers and men em- 
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in the naval service are too valuable 
tobe intrusted to heedless or incompetent 
hands. 
Either member of the Board will cheer- 
fully give any farther information on the 
subject desired by candidates. 
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University of Pennsylvania.—The num- 
ber of matriculants in the Medical Depart- 
ment during the session 1867-8 was 408; 
and at the centennial commencement, held 
onthe 13th of March, the degree of M. D. 
was conferred on 153 candidates. 


Jeferson Medical College of Philadel- 

ia.—The number of matriculants in this 
school during the session 1867-8 was 353; 
and at the commencement, held March mh. 
the degree of M. D. was conferred on 159 


candidates. 


College of Physicians and Surgeons— 
Medical Department of Columbia College. 
—At the sixty-first commencement of this 
school, held on the 5th of March, the degree 
of M. D. was conferred on 104 candidates. 

Bellevue Hospital Medical College.—At 
the annual commencement of this school, 
on the 29th of February, the degree of M.D. 
was conferred on 111 candidates. 





University of the City of New York.—At 
the annual commencement, held on the 3d 
of March, the degree of M.D. was conferred 
on 82 candidates. 


Medical College of South Carolina.—The 
class in attendance at the session 1867-8 
numbered 60, and at the annual commence- 
ment, held on the 29th of February, the 
degree of M. D. was conferred on 27 can- 
didates. 
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Medical Department of the Louisville Uni- 
wersity.—At the commencement, held on 
the 2d of. March, the degree of M. D. was 


conferred on 46 poten. 


Medical College of f Ohio. —The number 
of matriculants in this school during the 
session of 1867-8 was 187, and at the com- 
Mencement, held on the 2d of March, the 
degree of M. D. was conferred on 54 can- 
didates, 





Miami Medical College.—At the com- 
Mencement of this school, held on the 
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20:h of February, the degree of M. D. was 
conferred on 29 candidates. 

Cincinnati College of Medicine and Sur- 
gery.—At the commencement, held on the 
21st of February, the degree of M.D was 
conferred on 9 candidates. 

Buffalo Medical College.—At the Annual 
Commencement held on 25th Feb. last the 
degree of M. D. was conferred on 40 candi- 
dates. 

Rush Medical College (Chicago).—At 
the annual commencement held on the 5th 
of Feb. 1868, the degree of M. D. was con- 
ferred on fie candidates. 

The Miitter Lectures on Surgical Pathol- 
ogy.—Dr. Harrison ALLEN will deliver the 
fourth course of Lectures in the Hall of the 
College of Physicians, Thirteenth and 
Locust Streets, beginning on Monday even- 
ing April 20th, at 8 P. M., and continuing on 
Monday and Friday evenings until May 26. 

Subject: Bones and their Diseases. 

Lectures. on Microscopy, General and Mor- 
bid Anatomy.—Dr. James Tyson, No. 332 
S. 15th Street, will begin his sixth course 
of lectures on Microscopy, General and 
Morbid Anatomy, early in April, and con- 
tinue two or more lectures a week, at such 
hours as will suit the members of the 
class. 

The course will consist of at least twenty- 
five lectures, and will embrace the princi- 
ples of construction of the microscope, the 
preparation of objects, the process of inject- 
ing, use of the micro-spectroscope, use of 
reagents, and the application of the micro- 
scope to clinical medicine. ‘ 

In connection with the course, the micro- 
scopic appearances of all the most important 
healthy and morbid tissues wil] be exhibited 
and described, and the theories of their 
development and growth explained. 

That the members of the class may have 
an opportunity of applying the principles 
taught, after a few lectures have been de- 
livered an additional hour will be assigned 
each week for microscopic manipulations, 
during which they will be enabled to pre- 
pare specimens of the solid and fluid tissues 
of the body, study the effect of reagents, 
and familiarize themselves generally with 
practical microscopy, without which didactic 
details are of much less value. 
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Philadelphia School of Anatomy (Chant} was believed that only liquid substances 


Street, Tenth St. near Chestnut), Wit- 
tram W. Keen, M.D.—The summer course 
will begin on Tuesday, April 7, 1868, and 
will continue till the middle of Ociober, 
excepting July and August. 

A systematic course of lectures on de- 
scriptive and surgical anatomy will be 
delivered on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, at 3 o'clock P. M., illustrated by 
dissections, models, drawings, &c. The 
microscopic anatomy of the various tissues 
will be shown by the class microscope. 

Dissection will be carried on under the 
direct and personal supervision of Dr. Keen 
and his assistant demonstrators of anatomy. 

Dr. W. W. Keen and Dr. J. E. Mears 
will give a course on operative surgery, 
bandaging, fractures, and fracture dressings, 
commencing on Friday, April 10th, 1868, 
at5 P. M. 

Students will have the opportunity of 
applying practically all the bandages and 
fracture dressings, and of performing all the 
operations on the cadaver, after complete 
and systematic demonstration. 


Philadelphia College of Pharmacy.—At 
the forty seventh annual commencement, 


held on the 16th of March, the degree +; 


Graduate in Pharmacy was conferred on 
48 candidates. 

Ositvary Recorp.— Died, March 2, at 
Savannah, Georgia, aged 83, Wm. Gibson, 
M. D., Emeritus Professor of Surgery in the 
University of Pennsylvania. Dr. G.-was 
a highly educated, experienced, and skilful 
surgeon, and a most attractive and excel- 
lent lecturer. As the successor of the 
illustrious Prof. Physick in the surgical 
chair, he had a most trying position to fill, 
but he proved himself equal to the task, and 
gave general satisfaction by the clearness 
and earnestness of his teaching, and the 
numerous drawings and preparations with 
which he illustrated his lectures. 
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Absorption of Solid Particles.—Professor 
Croca, of Brussels, has submitted an in- 
teresting paper to the Parie Academy of 
Medicine on the mechanism of the penetra- 
tion of solid particles through the tissues of 


were capable of absorption into the animal 
tissues, but Donders, Moleschott, and other 
observers have shown by their experiments 
that very minutely divided solid particles 
may penetrate these. In further illustration 
of this subject, Professor Crocq has also 
performed a numerous series of analogous 
experiments, varying them in every possible 
manner, in different animals. To this end 
he has employed vegetable and animal char. 
coal, chromate of lead, chalk, ink, Schwein. 
furt green, starch, blood, etc., bringing the 
solid particles in contact with the skin, 
clothed with, and deprived of, its epidermis, 
the cellular tissue, the serous and mucous 
membranes, and the pulmonary alveoli. He 
has frequently, but not invariably, detected 
these particles in the blood and in the tissues 
which they were intended to penetrate. This 
penetration would seem at first sight analo- 
gous to the absorption of fatty bodies in the 
intestinal cavity, the fatty droplets being, in 
fact, ohly suspended in the emulsion of 
which they form part. These droplets pass 
into the conoid cells of the epithelium, and 
thence into the villi of the intestine. But 











the economy. Formerly, he observes, it 


this is never found to be the case with the 
solid particles, desquamation of the epithe- 
lium being an essential preliminary to their 
penetration. The different issue of various 
experiments that have been made is thus 
explained ; for while there is no penetration 
of the skin when intact, this readily takes 
place in integument deprived of its epider- 
mis, or in the cellular tissue. This explains, 
too, why such penetration takes place easily 
in the serous membranes, which undergo 
desquamation so rapidly on contact. with 
foreign bodies; why it sometimes, but not 
always, occurs in the intestinal cavity, and 
on the other hand constantly takes place by 
the pulmonary alveoli; and why it results 
much more easily in the intestinal canal of 
mammalia than that of batrachians, the epi- 
thelium of which is less caducous. The 
epithelial barrier traversed, the solid parti- 
cles pursue their course through the inter- 
stices of the tissues,-the pressure exerted 
upon them by the surrounding parts, and the 
movements of the liquids which impregnate 
all parts of the economy, favouring their 
passage. Eventually they enter the vascu- 
lar system, to be transported to all parts of 
the body, the lymphatic vessels being the 
channel through which they gain admission. 
—Med. Times and Gazette, Dec. 14, 1867. 
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Absorption of Gases by Metals. —Dr. Ov- 
une, at the Royal Institution, has promul- 
gated several new observations on this very 
interesting subject. It turns out that plati- 

- num and iron are not the only metals which 

have the property at a high temperature of 
being permeable to hydrogen gas. Mr. 
Graham has shown that the power is 
possessed in a still greater degree by palla- 
dium. Ignited copper in the state of wire 
will absorb hydrogen to the amount of 30 per 
cent., and in the state of sponge to 60 per 
cent. Gold, in the form of assay comettes, 
is capable of absorbing 48 per cent. of 
hydrogen, 29 per cent. of carbonic oxide, 
16 per cent. of carbonic anhydride, and 20 
per cent. of air chiefly, however, nitrogen. 
Silver is characterized by its preferential 
absorption of oxygen. It hence appears 
that a special relationship exists between 
particular gases and metals. The transmis- 
sion of the gas through the metal is preceded 
by the absorption or occlusion of the gas in 
the substance of the metal so permeated. 
One of the most interesting of Professor 
Graham’s experiments was made on sidereal 
iron—the iron of a meteorite. ‘‘ Some 45 
grammes, or 6 cubic centimetres, of mete- 
oric iron from the Lenarto fall were heated 
in vacuo for two hours and a half, and found 
by Mr. Graham to give off 16.5 cubic cen- 
timetres of gas, which consisted substan- 
tially, not of carbonic oxide, but of hydrogen 
to the extent at least of 85.5 per cent. of the 
entire yield of gas, the remainder being 
chiefly nitrogen and carbonic oxide. The 
inference that the meteorite, at some time 
or other, had been ignited in an atmosphere 
of which the prevailing constituent was 
hydrogen, is obvious; and, judging from 
the volume of gas yielded, the hydrogen 
atmosphere must have been a highly con- 
densed one. For, even under ordinary 
atmospheric pressure, telluric iron is found 
to absorb but somewhat less than half its 
volume; whereas this sidereal iron fur- 
nished fully two and a half times its 
volume of hydrogen.’’ Dr. Odling mentions 
the fact that Father Secchi has distinguished 
one class of stars, typified by a Lyre, as 
having a spectrum which is essentially that 
of hydrogen.— Med. Times and Gaz., Nov. 
2, 1867. 

Insalubrity of Cast-Iron Stoves.—The 
Gazette Médicale of February 1st says, that 
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the Paris Academy of Medicine had a de- 
bate on this question at their last meeting. 
Dr. Carret had previously found that when 
shut up in a room, where a heat of 122 de- 
grees Fahrenheit was thrown off from a 
cast-iron stove, he had insupportable head- 
ache after half an hour, whereas he did not 
experience this when a stove of fayence or 
sheet-iron was used. It was also known 
that iron was permeable to gases. But 
recently Messrs. Sainte-Clair, Deville, and 
Troost, analyzed the air circulating round 
cast-iron stoves which were heated to a high 
degree, and found a large amount of hydro- 
gen and carbonic acid, and by this they were 
convinced that cast-iron is more permeable 
to gases than sheet-iron, and more un- 
healthy.—Med.. Press and Circ., Feb. 19, 
1868, 

Characteristic Fungi in Various Diseases. 
—M. Simon.announced at the last meeting 
of the Pathological Society of London, for 
Dr. Hatter, of Jena, that he had, in the 
course of recent and very extensive inves- 
tigations, discovered characteristic fungi in 
variola, variola ovina, vaccinia; and in the 
blood in typhus, typhoid, and measles. Dr. 
Salisbury,-of America, has recently an- 
nounced [Amer. Journ. Med. Sci., Jan. 
1868] the discovery of fungi characteristic 
of syphilis and gonorrhea.— British Medi- 
cal Journal, March 7, 1868, 


New Hospital in India.—The Sassoon 
General Hospital at Poona, founded by the 
late Mr. David Sassoon, a munificent and 
charitable Jewish merchant, was opened 
on Oct. 7th, by the right Hon. the Governor. 
Mr. Sassoon contributed over 105,000 dollars 
towards the cost of the Hospital.— British 
Med. Journal, Nov. 9, 1867. 

Fever on the Mauritius.—The mortality 
in March last was upwards of 6000, and in 
April, 10,000. In two months, 17,000 per- 
sons died on the island, and the whole 
mortality from Feb. 10th to April 30th, ex- 
ceeded 19,000. This is a frightful mortality 
when we consider that the whole population 
of the island does not exceed 300,000. 

Dumb Men’s Speech.—We have -been 
brought into communication with Mr. Van 
Praagh, the very intelligent and able di- 
rector of an institution for the instruction of 
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deaf and ‘dumb children of the Jewish nation ‘ 
at 44 Burton-crescent, London W.C. Have. 
ing visitéd the establishment, and witnessed , 
the progress which the pupils, male and 
female, have’ made since June last, when 
Mr. Van Praagh introduced the system of 
teaching them to use their voices rather 
than their fingers to explain their wishes, 
we can only express our astonishment and 
satisfaction at the success of his efforts, and } 
hold them up for imitation at.other similar 
establishments. 

The first well-concerted effort to teach 
the deaf and dumb speech seems to have 
been made at Rotterdam, and from that city 
instructors have been sent to various 
countries, including England. From time 
to time isolated efforts in this direction 
have been made. Thus, about 1700, Dr. 
Conrad Amman began to attempt to teach 
the deaf to speak, and wrote two treatises 
upon the subject. In the eighteenth cen- 
tury Heini tablished aschool at Leipsic 
for similar instruction ;‘ and itis this German 
method, as distinguished from‘ the French 
mode of talking on the fingers, which was 
introduced at Rotterdam in 1853 by Dr. 
Hirsch. 

We have not space to reproduce the 











interesting details which Dr. Hirsch embo- 
dies in his report upon the deaf and dumb 
asylums of the Netherlands; and it will be 
sufficient to inform those interested in the 
subject that in Manchester Mr. G. Van Ash 





has opened a private institution for the in- 
struction of the deaf and dumb, and that the 
establishment in London, under Mr. Van 
Praagh will shortly have its sphere of use- 
fulness extended by receiving day-scholars. 
In fact, it is a part of this novel system that 
separation of children from their friends and 
their collection in large asylums are not 
only unnecessary, but unadvisable; since 
the more they mix with ordinary life the 
better, so soon as they once begin to read 
words from the lips of others, and to en- 
deavour to speak themselves.—Lancet, Feb. 
22, 1868. 

Doctrine of Evolution —Great interest 
has been excited in the scientific world by 
a recent lecture by Prof. Huxuey, at the 
Royal {nstitution, on creatures intermediate 
between reptiles and birds. Professing 
himeelf to be a believer to the fullest extent 
in the modern doctrine of evolution, he 





commenced by considering some of the 
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most valid objections to this theory. In the 
first place it was objecied that, seeing we 
have in the present day such distinctly 
defined groups of animals as, for example, 
fishes, reptiles, and mammals, so widely 
and unmistakably, separated from one an. 
other, if the doctrine of evolution were true, 
we ought to be able to discover at present 
existing, or in the earth’s crust, some signs 
of the existence of intermediate forms, 
The answer to this is, first, that the links 
which connected these large groups have 
died out ; and secondly, that our present 
geological record forms but an infinitely 
small portion of the living forms that have 
been—that groups of strata are constantly 
separated by great breaks, in which all the 
forms of life have been swept away, and 
thus we lose certain terms of progression, 
But these objections were, after all, only 
excuses. 

Between birds and reptiles, so strikingly 
different in their outward aspect, there ex- 
isted closer structural affinities than between 
any other two groups of the vertebrata, 
Still, between all existing birds and all exist. 
ing reptiles, there were strongly-marked 
and characteristic differences of structure, 
and we possessed no knowledge of any ex- 
isting intermediate forms. Such interme- 
diate forms, however, had existed, as he 
should be able to show. 

It would be necessary first to point out 
what were the most striking differences of 
structure between existing birds and exist- 
ing reptiles; and since the bones only are 
found in the fossil state, we must confine 
our comparison to the skeletons of these two 
groups. 

First, as to the fore limb or pinion of 
a bird; it presents a structure utterly unlike 
that of any reptile. Comparing it with 
our own hand, it has the first, second, and 
third fingers only, and the first and second 
only of these ever have claws. In no rep- 
tile is the fore limb faund in that condition; 
it has more fingers and more claws. 

In birds the three carpal bones are anchy- 
losed. In reptiles they are free. The mode 
of ossification of the breast-bone in birds 
is very different from that in reptiles, In 
the sacrum of the bird all the constituent 
vertebree (twenty to thirty) are anchylosed. 
In no reptile are there more than two or 
three fused together. The haunch bone ex- 
tends in front of the cavity for the hip-joint 
in birds, as well as backwards, In reptiles 
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it never extends forwards inthis way. The 
jschium in birds is bent back parallel with 
the ilium, and is slender. In reptiles it is 
broad, and at right angles to the ilium. 

Then as to the hind legs. The thigh 
pones of birds differ from those of reptiles 
in being adapted to move in a plane parallel 
" tothe body. 

The shin bone of birds differs very greatly 
from that of reptiles, first, in presenting a 
prominent cresé at its upper extremity, and, 
secondly, in having half the bones of the foot 
united with it. No vertebrate animal what- 
ever has this kind of shin bone but birds. 

Lastly, the three metatarsal bonesin birds 
are anchylosed, and, if they have four toes, 
the fourth is always imperfect. The gap 
is therefore very broad between birds and 
reptiles ; we have now to inquire if it can 
be bridged over. 

In the tertiary formation all reptiles and 
birds preserve this gap. But in the older 
mesozoic formations the feather of a bird, 
the “ archeopteryx,’’ had been discovered, 
and from subsequent investigations 





it in the iguanodon. 
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short, that, like a bird, it walked cn two 
legs. This supposition had been strength- 
ened by the discovery of certain fossil foot- 
prints, such as might have been made by 
this animal, and these were found only in 
pairs, no impressions of fore paws. There 
had been discovered since the iguanodon 
another fossil, and it was remarkable that 
only a single example had been found, 
proving how certainly true it is that whole 
groups of animals must have been entirely, 
or almost entirely, swept away ; this animal 
had a long neck, bent back on the bédy, the 
back short and light, pelvis long and bird- 
like, and a long tail. Fore limb still smaller 
and lighter than in iguanodon. 

In the hind limb the thigh is shorter than 
the shin, and the shin shows that bird-like 
conformation of the adherence of half the 
ankle-bones to it. It is in every respect a 


i bird’s tibia. 


Tt also possesses a bird’s foot, except that 
the metatarsal bones are not completely 
united. This supplies what was wanted 
The step.from this to 


proved to belong to an animal the skeleton ; the bird’s structure is easy and simple, and 
of which presents some approach to the }the more one goes back in time the more 
reptilian form. It had a Jong tail. Of the $ transitional forms to bridge over the exist- 
metacarpal bones, two were free and move- ;ing gap between birds and reptiles will 


The fore limb was } probably be found.—Med. Times and Gaz., 
Feb. 15, 1868, 
{Prof. Huxley has, in the above state- 


able, and it had claws. 
therefore quite as much a paw as a pinion, 
and combines in many particulars the paw of 


the reptile with the wing of abird. But 
it was in the fossil remains of the tguanodon ; 
that he saw distinctly one of the missing } 


ment in regard to the connecting link be- 
tween birds and reptiles, been entirely 
anticipated by Prof. E. D. Core, who, in a 


links connecting birds with reptiles. \ eclsimnalegon made to the Academy of 

In the skeleton of this animal it was to; Natural Sciences of Philadelphia several 
be observed that the fore limb was very } months since, and published in their pro- 
small and slender, compared with the hind } ceedings for 1867, pp. 234-5, demonstrated 
one. The ilium was bird-like ; the sacrum }the same facts. In that communication 
tlso. A bone which had been called the} Prof. C. gave an account of the extinct 


clavicle of the iguanodon no doubt belonged 


to the pelvis, either the ischium or the; 


pubis, It is very like the ischial bone 
of the ostrich, No existing reptile has a 
bonelike it. The thigh bone is constructed 
like a bird’s, and utterly unlike a reptile’s. 
Theshin bone, if seen alone, might at once 
be pronounced a bird’s. 

The foot has only three toes, and is more 
like that of a bird than that of any living 
Teptile. 

It is curious to inquire how this animal 
Walked, with such a small fore limb, and 
wich large hind limbs. The fore limb 
could not have supported any weight; it is 
therefore probable that the iguanodon 
Walked on the toes of the hind legs—in 





}reptiles which approached the birds, and 


showed that this approximation appeared at 
two points. The first by the Pterosauria, 
to which the modified bird Archeopteryx 
presented points of affinity. The second, 
and one not less striking, is by the Dino- 
sauria of the orders Geniopoda and Lym- 
phopoda. He pointed out the differences 
between the two classes, and showed how 
they approximated each other. And he ex- 
pressed his conviction that the most bird-like 
of the tracks of the C ticut sandst 

were made, as stated by Prof. Leidy (Journ. 
Acad. Nat. Sciences, vol. ii. 1854), by the 
Bathygnathus (Leidy), a reptile which had 
very short fore legs, and. no doubt, walked 
more or less erect on its hind feet.—Ep.] 














CONDIE.ON CHILDREN.—New Hdition.—Just Issued. 
A PRACTICAL TREATISE 


ON THE DISEASES OF CHILDREN 


BY D. FRANCIS CONDIE, M.D., 


Sixth Edition, Thoroughly Bevised, 


In one large and handsome octavo volume of nearly 800 closely printed pages, extra cloth, $5 2; 
: leather, $6 25. 


This work has long been known as the standard American treatise on infantile diseases. Ih 
preparing a new edition for the press, the author has sedulously endeavored, by a conscientioy 
revision, to render it in every respect worthy a continuance of the very great favor with which 


has been received by the profession. 


\ 


From the Author's Preface. 


In preparing for the press this sixth edition of his treatise on the Diseases of Children, the great 
aim of the author has been to present a complete and faithful exposition of the pathology and 


therapeutics of the maladies incident to the earlier stages of existence. 


The entire work ha 


undergone a careful and thorough revision ; while in the different sections has been incorporated 
every important observation in reference to the diseases of which they treat, that has been r- 


corded since the appearance of the last edition. 


Every effort has been made, and every available 


source of information sought after, to render the treatise a reliable and useful guide to the actual 
state of medical knowledge in reference to all those diseases which either exclusively or most usu. 
ally occur between birth and puberty—diseases which form, in some degree, a class apart fron 
those of the adult—and demand for their cure a particular plan of treatment. 


Dr. Condie has been one of those who have per- 
formed such a service satisfactorily, and, as a result, 
his popular, comprehensive, and practical work has 
received that high compliment of approval on the part 
of his brethren, which several editions incontestably 
set forth. The present edition, which is the sixth, is 
fully up to the times in the discussion of all those 
points in the pathology and treatment of infantile dis- 
eases which have been brought forward by the Ger- 
man and French teachers. As a whole, however, the 
work is the best American one that we have, and in 
its special adaptation to American practitioners it 
certainly has no equal.— New York Med. Record, 
March 2, 1868. 


No other treatise on this subject is better adapted 
to the American physician. Dr. Condie has long stood 


before his countrymen as one peculiarly pre-eminent’ 


in this department of medicine. His work has been 
so long a standard for practitioners and medical stu- 
dents that we do no more now than refer to the fact 
that it has reached its sixth edition. We are glad 
once more to refresh the impressions of our earlier 
days by wandering through its pages, and at the same 
time to be able to recommend it to the youngest mem- 
bers of the profession, as well as to those who have 
the older editions on their shelves.—St. Lowis Med. 
Reporter, Feb. 15, 1868. 

He has been eminently successful, and we may 
truthfully say that the work is a faithful guide to a 
proper ption of the di of childhood, and 
the best methods of their manugement. It is an ex- 
haustive treatise upon this subject, and every phase 
of it has been so presented as to leave the reader sat- 
isfied that all that could be profitably said had been 
clearly and perspicuously stated. @ whole book 
is replete with instruction, got up in the elegant style 
of the publisher, is an American standard, and to say 
the least, not inferior to any transatlantic work on the 
same subject, and bp on not only to be in every phy- 
sician’s library, as the phrase is, but where Rush 
placed Sydenham—on the table beside one—to be re- 
ferred to every day, and many times in a day.— 
Nashville Med. and Surg. Journal, Feb. 1868. 

This work has been too long before the profession 
to need any extended noticefrom us atthis time. The 
high encomiums of the medical press and the general 
favor with which successive editions have been re- 
ceived, are assurances of its high character as a com- 
plete and excellent treatise upon the subject upon 
which it treats. The work has been thoroughly re- 





vised, and many additions made, until it is nowa 
volume of a eight hundred pages, and in it may 
be found everything n for either student or 
practitioner. It is a work which has succeeded in 
establishing itself in a high position in American 
medical literature.— Western Journal of Mediciu, 
Feb. 1868. 

It would seem superfluous to again recommend this 
valuable treatise on the diseases of infancy and child 
hood to medical men conversant with the literature 
of their profession for the past decennium, di 
which period it has been acknowledged to be one 
| the most instructive and reliable works upon the sub- 
| jeet uf which it treats, that has been issued from the 
American press.. But as this, the sixth edition, has 
been carefully revised, and of the important re 
cent facts in regard to the pathology and therapen- 
tics of infantile maladies, have been incorporated into 
the bédy of the work, we cannot do better than t 
again call the attention of the profession to its many 
claims as a safe guidein the treatment of the diseases 
aa to children.—Humboldt Med. Archives, Feb. 
1868. 

The former editions have been well known to the 
reading part of the profession, and generally Oo 
nized as one of the best works on the diseases of chi 
dren in our language. In preparing the present edi- 
tion for the press, the entire work has undergone 4 
thorough revision by the author. We cordially 
recommend the book to all, whether soe or prac 
titioner.—Chicago Med. Examiner, Feb. 1868. 


It is, generall useless to. praise a book 
when ‘thas poms: te Sus ane edition. Nor shall we 
on the present occasion do more than give an outline 
of the contents of a work which appears to us tobe 
one of t practical value. Although we do not 
agree h the author in every particular, still we 
are constrained to say that his work is one of great 
ogg utility.—London Med. Times and 
‘eb. 29, 1868. 


The edition before us has undergone a carefal and 
thorough revision, and by the addition of new mate 
rials, compiled from every available source of infor- 
mation, is brought quite up to the advanced state of 
knowledge regarding that class of diseases which 
claims so large a share of the practitioner's attention, 
and which demands so much skill in thelr Pree. 
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